Once the microphones were turned off, some interesting conversations took place over mussels and frites. Or bagels and lox, depending on what day and which complimentary culinary couplet.  The atmosphere was casual and the conversation was fervent.  I hovered intently, nibbling and scrawling the following tidbits for your additional stimulation.

so you think you don’t folk dance
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lunch musings 

at

 the sandbar

· Patronage – palace and the arts council – funding as a form of violence also

· Globalization and cosmopolitanization in Canadian Dance

· Labeled all European forms as “ethnic dance”

· Use of the word “ethnic” by dance scholars

· “Canadian” dance forms

· Folk art being separated from art itself

· Living art vs. visual art – subject the visual

· Cartesian – subject fixed – fixed entity

· The more lost you are, the more presentable you become

· Being lost is sexy

· Cannot be preoccupied with demonstrating

· Rationalizing the art of performing 

· Not subscribing to what it is you are

· Something has to be proposed to convene

· You are born a choreographer

· The nurturing of art as a fundamental notion of being human – there are no policies that support this

· Scandinavian model

· For the artist to subvert is an action of the world that we live in 

· You question where the money comes from and why

· Why do I need the money?

· Negotiating integrity – constant attack of integrity

· Every interface you have – reports, writing, teaching – you must be violent – if not the artist is being controlled by the bureaucracy of “culture”

· World Dance Alliance Pacific – priviledges anybody to participate in interdialoging – 5 networks governed by 5 chairs – 3 international chapters

· Direct effect of power relations – Anglophone/francophone

· Colonizations in terms of French and English differs

· Tools for propaganda are different

· English Africans see French Africans as alienated

· Creole – we are the new world, we are the hybrid

· Creole – born out of slavery 1700-1900

· African people uprooted, culture of the master – no name, no drum, no religion

· Caribbean slavery different – they had the vodou

· Manipulated like animals

· Blackface – mimicry as an interesting phenomenon

· USA obsessed with mimicry

· Devadasi dancer – dancing behind a cage

· The gaze that has money

· Survival – the movement of art itself is the only thing that will move culture

· People are expressing things about their culture that needs to be translated, expressed and explained
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· Yesterday – violence, violence of dancing – stealing, lying

· Authorship as opposed to collective expression

· Canada – we don’t share a common mythology

· Folk dance – murder – violence of the gaze 

· Violence of love – the beloved – the judge

· What is the core and what is the packaging

· Codes that are unavailable to the people you are speaking to – packaging transmits

· Core is unreadable

· Is the packaging a way of transmitting code?

· Can become so involved with packaging that the core disappears

· The art of subverting – stealing

· We don’t sit and take in all the time

· Learning is a more intimate relationship – rubbing skins – transference of weight

· What is this? What have I learned? Where am I?

· What point are we talking about stealing

· It’s a privilege to have the right to experience

· How do you become a dancer?

· Stealing is a political choice

· Difference between authorship and collective learning

· What about after?  Intention of the borrower affects the “stealing”

· Is it conscious or unconscious?

· What does it matter? Observing changes your perception immediately

· Stealing = possession

· Source, origin

· We should steal

· Being an artist is a political action

· Relation of power

· Buying/selling – language of the marketplace

· Stealing – challenge of status quo

· The West – everything we have is a result of theft

· Need to make an offering with what is stolen

· Pseudo art practice

· The process of stealing is a process of engaging

· Already embedded codes of understanding

· Ruptures of energies

· Patronage – who pays the money? What is our obligation to these patrons? Are you looking for approval or are you subverting them?

· Always challenge, stretch – music, message

· Why can’t you say, “Fuck you, I just want to dance.”

· Canada, the “professional artist” – public money in grants

· Art of subverting – gaze is anonymous

· Haiti lives as the artist

· Stealing is a part of living

· Batoi pygmy – seen as the best dancers of Africa – they do not dance like the “Africans”

· Link between aethetics and ethics – your art has an effect – you are leading a movement for a certain while

· Difference between culture and art – culture is a way of controlling the artist – nation state controls the artist

· Artist – someone who does not wait

· Lying and cheating to a position of privilege – until you lose your core

· Being conscious of the politics keeps you free as an artist

· Survival of the core

· Notions of 1st and 3rd world view – imperialistic view

· The nation state – a constructed nation state in Canada

Sameena Post discussion

· Walking home over Burrard bridge

· Ball thrown in the water

· Dog fetches and retrieves to master

· Master throws ball again

· Continuity of action and regression – power relationship

